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(54) SYSTEM, METHOD AND SERVER FOR RENTING DIGITAL CONTENTS 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily rent 
digital contents, such as a movie and also to 
prevent the occurrence of the problem of the 
digital contents being unable to be rented due to 
their being rented. 

SOLUTION: This system has a process SI for 
^installing reproduction software, capable of 
reproducing digital contents of a prescribed 
format in a computer 1 10 of a member 100 who 
S-.^is a user, a process S2 for downloading digital 
contents that cannot be reproduced with the 
reproduction software to the computer 1 1 0 and a 
process S3 for measuring the time, starting from 
5* $ when the digital contents are downloaded to the 
computer 110 and eliminating the digital 
contents from the computer 110, when a preset 
time has elapsed. An elimination program for 
eliminating the digital contents is included in 
the reproducing software and is made, so as to 
overwrite at least a portion of the stored digital contents so that the stored digital 
contents cannot be reproduced with a reproducing program. 
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CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] With the server which memorized refreshable playback software for said 
digital content while memorizing two or more digital contents of a predetermined 
format The computer of the user who downloads said playback software and digital 
content from this server is provided. Said playback software The playback program 
which reproduces a digital content, and the measurement program which measures the 
time amount after said user's computer downloads a digital content from a server, If it 
goes through the time amount set up beforehand after downloading, the deletion 
program which deletes a digital content from said user's computer will be incorporated. 
Said deletion program is the rental system of the digital content characterized by the 
over-write [ at least a part ] so that the memorized digital content cannot be reproduced 
by the playback program. 

[Claim 2] While memorizing two or more digital contents of two or more predetermined 
formats With the server which memorized refreshable playback software for said digital 
content The computer of the user who downloads said playback software and digital 
content from this server is provided. Said playback software The playback program 
which reproduces a digital content, and the count program which counts the count 
which reproduced the digital content which said user's computer downloaded from the 
server, If the reproduced count exceeds the count set up beforehand, the deletion 



program which deletes a digital content from said user's computer will be incorporated. 
Said deletion program is the rental system of the digital content characterized by the 
over-write [ at least a part ] so that the memorized digital content cannot be reproduced 
by the playback program. 

[Claim 3] Said time amount or count set up beforehand is the rental system of the digital 
content according to claim 1 or 2 characterized by being set up by a user's computer in 
case said digital content is downloaded. 

[Claim 4] The number of the computer of the user with said playback software 
installable in two or more computers of a user and who can install is the rental system of 
the digital content according to claim 1, 2, or 3 characterized by being set up beforehand. 
[Claim 5] The division program which divides into plurality the digital content which 
downloaded said playback software, While decoding what was enciphered by the 
encryption program which enciphers what was divided by this division program, and 
this encryption program It has the decode playback machine program which unification- 
izes what was divided and is reproduced. It is the rental system of the digital content 
according to claim 1, 2, 3, or 4 which a part of digital content divided and enciphered is 
included in playback software, and is characterized by memorizing others by different 
file format. 

[Claim 6] Said server has the list of digital contents downloaded to a specific user's 
computer. The digital content downloaded to the computer of the user who has 
demanded download of a digital content for the second time is compared with the 
digital content indicated by said list. When download of a new digital content is 
permitted only when both are in agreement, and both are not in agreement The rental 
system of the digital content according to claim 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 characterized by warning 
of that to said user's computer at least. 

[Claim 7] Said server is the rental system of the digital content according to claim 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, or 6 characterized by correcting at the time of day when a server's system clock 
shows the time of day which the system clock of said computer shows when the time of 
day which the system clock of said computer shows is compared with the time of day 
which a server's system clock shows and both are not in agreement, whenever a user's 
computer accesses. 

[Claim 8] The rental system of the digital content characterized by warning of that to 
said user's computer at least when there is a difference exceeding the tolerance 
beforehand set up in the rental system of a digital content according to claim 7 between 
the time of day which the system clock of said user's computer shows, and the time of 
day which a server's system clock shows. 

[Claim 9] The process which installs refreshable playback software in a user's computer 
for the digital content of a predetermined format, If it goes through the process which 
downloads a refreshable digital content to said computer with said playback software, 
and the time amount which measured the time amount after downloading said digital 
content to said computer, and was set up beforehand The digital content downloaded to 
the computer of the user who has demanded download of a digital content for the 
second time is compared with the digital content indicated by said list. It is the rental 
approach of the digital content which is included in said playback software and 
characterized by the over- write [ said deletion program / at least a part ] so that the 
memorized digital content cannot be reproduced with playback software. 
[Claim 10] The process which installs refreshable playback software in a user's 



computer for the digital content of a predetermined format, If the count which counted 
the count which reproduced said digital content using said playback software among the 
process which downloads a refreshable digital content to said computer, and was 
beforehand set up with said playback software is exceeded The count program which 
has the process which deletes a digital content from said computer, and counts said 
count, and the deletion program which deletes a digital content It is the rental approach 
of the digital content which is included in said playback software and characterized by 
the over-write [ said deletion program / at least a part ] so that the memorized digital 
content cannot be reproduced with playback software. 

[Claim 11] Said time amount or count set up beforehand is the rental approach of the 
digital content according to claim 10 or 1 1 characterized by being set up in case said 
digital content is downloaded. 

[Claim 12] The number of the computer of the user with said playback software 
installable in two or more computers of a user and who can install is the rental approach 
of the digital content according to claim 9, 10, or 1 1 characterized by being set up 
beforehand. 

[Claim 13] The division program which divides into plurality the digital content which 
downloaded said playback software, While decoding what was enciphered by the 
encryption program which enciphers what was divided by this division program, and 
this encryption program The rental approach of the digital content according to claim 9, 
10, 1 1, or 12 characterized by including a part of digital content which has the decode 
playback program which unification-izes what was divided and is reproduced, was 
divided, and was enciphered in playback software. 

[Claim 14] The server which recorded said digital content It has the list of digital 
contents downloaded to the specific computer. The digital content downloaded to the 
computer of the user who has demanded download of a digital content for the second 
time is compared with the digital content indicated by said list. When download of a 
new digital content is permitted only when both are in agreement, and both are not in 
agreement The rental approach of the digital content according to claim 9, 10, 11, 12, or 
13 characterized by warning of that to said computer at least. 

[Claim 15] Said server is the rental approach of the digital content according to claim 14 
characterized by correcting at the time of day when a server's system clock shows the 
time of day which the system clock of said computer shows when the time of day which 
the system clock of said computer shows is compared with the time of day which a 
server's system clock shows and both are not in agreement, whenever a user's computer 
accesses. 

[Claim 16] The rental approach of the digital content characterized by warning of that to 
said user's computer at least when there is a difference exceeding the tolerance 
beforehand set up in the rental approach of a digital content according to claim 1 5 
between the time of day which the system clock of said user's computer shows, and the 
time of day which a server's system clock shows. 

[Claim 17] While memorizing the digital content of two or more predetermined formats 
in a database Said playback software and digital content are made to download to the 
computer which has memorized said digital content and has accessed refreshable 
playback software to it. If said computer goes through the time amount which measured 
the time amount after a digital content downloads, and was set up beforehand, said 
playback software The server for a rental of the digital content characterized by the 



over-write [ at least a part ] so that the digital content which went through said time 
amount by the deletion program included in said playback software cannot be 
reproduced with playback software. 

[Claim 18] While memorizing two or more digital contents of a predetermined format, 
refreshable playback software is memorized for said digital content. Said playback 
software and digital content are made to download to a user's accessed computer. Said 
playback software If said user's computer exceeds the count which counted the count 
reproduced with said playback software, and was set up beforehand after a digital 
content downloads The server for a rental of the digital content characterized by the 
over-write [ at least a part ] so that the digital content which exceeded said count by the 
deletion program included in said playback software cannot be reproduced. 
[Claim 19] The number of an installable computer with said playback software 
installable in two or more computers of a user and is the server for a rental of the digital 
content according to claim 17 or 18 characterized by being set up beforehand. 
[Claim 20] The division program which divides into plurality the digital content which 
downloaded said playback software, While decoding what was enciphered by the 
encryption program which enciphers what was divided by this division program, and 
this encryption program The server for a rental of the digital content according to claim 
17, 18, or 19 characterized by including a part of digital content which has the decode 
playback program which unification-izes what was divided and is reproduced, was 
divided, and was enciphered in playback software. 

[Claim 21] It has the list of digital contents downloaded to a specific user's computer. 
The digital content downloaded to the computer of the user who has demanded 
download of a digital content for the second time is compared with the digital content 
indicated by said list. When download of a new digital content is permitted only when 
both are in agreement, and both are not in agreement The server for a rental of the 
digital content according to claim 17, 18, 19, or 20 characterized by warning of that to 
said user's computer at least. 

[Claim 22] The server for a rental of the digital content according to claim 17, 18, 19, 
20, or 21 characterized by correcting at the time of day when a server's system clock 
shows the time of day which the system clock of said computer shows when the time of 
day which the system clock of said computer shows is compared with the time of day 
which a server's system clock shows and both are not in agreement, whenever a user's 
computer accesses. 

[Claim 23] The server for a rental of the digital content characterized by warning of that 
to said user's computer at least when there is a difference exceeding the tolerance 
beforehand set up in the server for a rental of a digital content according to claim 22 
between the time of day which the system clock of said user's computer shows, and the 
time of day which a server's system clock shows. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] This invention relates to the rental system, the rental approach, 
and the server for a rental of the digital content which rents digital contents, such as a 
movie, a music work, or a computer game. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] It becomes possible to play the film by which the spread 
of computers and improvement in the engine performance were reproduced **** better 
** and before with the videocassette recorder or the CD player, music, etc. by computer 
recently. For example, it is possible to reproduce the film recorded on DVD by 
computer carrying DVD playback software. 
[0003] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, in order to appreciate the film 
recorded, for example on DVD, DVD with which the film was recorded had to be 
purchased at the store, or it had to rent. That is, it was required for a user to go out to a 
neighboring store. Moreover, even if it goes out to a store, there is what DVD to rent is 
renting. 

[0004] This invention is originated in view of the above-mentioned situation, and it 
aims at offering the rental approach of a digital content which the problem of digital 
contents, such as a movie, being rented easily, being unable to be under rental moreover, 
and being unable to rent them does not produce. 
[0005] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] The rental system of the digital content concerning 
this invention With the server which memorized refreshable playback software for said 
digital content while memorizing two or more digital contents of a predetermined 
format It has the computer of the user who downloads said playback software and 
digital content from this server. Said playback software The playback program which 
reproduces a digital content, and the measurement program which measures the time 
amount after said user's computer downloads a digital content from a server, If it goes 
through the time amount set up beforehand after downloading, the deletion program 
which deletes a digital content from said user's computer will be incorporated. An over- 
write [ said deletion program / at least a part ] so that the memorized digital content 
cannot be reproduced by the playback program. 

[0006] Moreover, the rental approach of the digital content concerning this invention 
The process which installs refreshable playback software in a user's computer for the 
digital content of a predetermined format, If it goes through the process which 
downloads a refreshable digital content to said computer with said playback software, 
and the time amount which measured the time amount after downloading said digital 
content to said computer, and was set up beforehand An over-write [ it is included in 



said playback software, and / said deletion program / at least a part ] so that the 
memorized digital content cannot be reproduced by the playback program. An over- 
write [ it is included in said playback software, and / said deletion program / at least a 
part ] so that the memorized digital content cannot be reproduced by the playback 
program. 

[0007] Furthermore, the server for a rental of the digital content concerning this 
invention While memorizing the digital content of two or more predetermined formats 
in a database Said playback software and digital content are made to download to the 
computer which has memorized said digital content and has accessed refreshable 
playback software to it. Said computer measures the time amount after a digital content 
downloads, and if said playback software goes through the time amount set up 
beforehand, it will delete the digital content which went through said time amount by 
the deletion program included in said playback software. 
[0008] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] The rough flow chart which shows the procedure of the 
rental approach of the digital content which drawing 1 requires for the gestalt of 
operation of this invention, The rough block diagram of the rental approach of the 
digital content which drawing 2 requires for the gestalt of operation of this invention, 
The rough flow chart which shows member registration of the rental approach of the 
digital content which drawing 3 requires for the gestalt of operation of this invention, 
and the procedure of install of playback software, The rough explanatory view of the 
screen displayed on the computer of member registration of the rental approach of the 
digital content which drawing 4 requires for the gestalt of operation of this invention, 
and the member at the time of install of playback software, The rough flow chart which 
shows the procedure of a rental of the digital content of the rental approach of the digital 
content which drawing 5 requires for the gestalt of operation of this invention, The 
rough explanatory view of the screen displayed on the computer of the member at the 
time of the rental of the digital content of the rental approach of the digital content 
which drawing 6 requires for the gestalt of operation of this invention, The rough flow 
chart which shows playback of the digital content of the rental approach of the digital 
content which drawing 7 requires for the gestalt of operation of this invention, and the 
procedure of deletion, Drawing 8 is the rough explanatory view of the screen displayed 
on a member's computer at the time of playback of the digital content of the rental 
approach of the digital content concerning the gestalt of operation of this invention, and 
deletion. 

[0009] The rental approach of the digital content concerning the gestalt of operation of 
this invention The process SI which installs the digital content of a predetermined 
format in the computer 1 10 of the member 100 who is a user about refreshable playback 
software, The process S2 which downloads a refreshable digital content to said 
computer 110 with said playback software, If it goes through the time amount which 
measured the time amount after downloading said digital content to said computer 110, 
and was set up beforehand It has the process S3 which deletes a digital content from 
said computer 110, and the deletion program which deletes said digital content is 
included in said playback software. 

[0010] In the following explanation, a movie mentions what was recorded as a digital 
signal (digital content) as an example of a digital content. 

[001 1] A member's 100 computer 1 10 in the rental approach of this digital content is the 



usual personal computer, and is equipped with a display, CPU, memory, a hard disk, etc. 
This computer 1 10 is connected to the telephone line 400 through modem equipment, 
and it is possible to use the Internet 300. 

[0012] In addition, a member's 100 computer 1 10 is a concept containing pocket mold 
terminal equipments (the so-called PDA), cellular phones, etc. other than the usual 
personal computer. 

[0013] On the other hand, there is a server 210 recorded where many movies are digital- 
signal-ized (digital content) in the rental contractor 200 side. This server 210 is also 
connected to the Internet 300. Moreover, the memory 220 which recorded the name of 
the data about a member 100, for example, a name, an address, a credit card number, a 
mail address, an ID number, a password, and the work rented until now etc. is formed in 
the rental contractor 200 side. Furthermore, the decision section 230 which judges the 
propriety of a rental etc. is formed in the rental contractor 200 side. In addition, 
encryption processing which said digital content is not general-purpose playback 
software, and becomes refreshable only with the playback software of dedication is 
performed. Moreover, as for the digital content, compression of the amount of data is 
performed. 

[0014] Moreover, said playback software is memorized by said server 210. 

[0015] The rental contractor 200 can be accessed now through the homepage of the 

Internet etc. 

[0016] Next, the procedure of the rental approach of the digital content concerning the 
gestalt of operation of this invention is explained. If this procedure is roughly divided, it 
will become a member, and the procedure (process) SI which installs playback software 
in a member's 100 computer 110, the procedure (process) S2 in which a member 100 
downloads a digital content to the self computer 1 10, and a member 100 reproduce a 
digital content, or it is divided into the procedure (process) S3 of deleting a digital 
content from a member's 100 computer 110. 

[0017] First, the procedure which serves as a member who can rent the digital content 
recorded on a rental contractor's server 210 is explained, referring to drawing 3 and 
drawing 4 . What wishes the registration to a member 100 accesses the rental 
contractor's 200 homepage (refer to drawing 4 ) through the Internet 300 (SI 1), and 
transmits predetermined self-information to the rental contractor 200 (S12). As shown 
in drawing 4 R> 4 (A), there are input section 51 OA of a name, input section 520 A of an 
address, input section 530A of the credit card number used for settlement of a rental 
tariff, input section 540A of a mail address, input section 550A of an ID number, and 
input section 560A of a password as screen 500A which inputs self-information. 
[0018] The rental (SI 3) contractor 200 who checked this self-information transmits to 
the new member 100 by screen 500B which shows communication of the purport that 
member registration was performed to drawing 4 (B) while recording (SI 4) and said 
self-information on memory 220, when accepting member registration (SI 6). In this 
communication, as shown in drawing 4 (B), the ID number and password of a proper 
are also indicated in accordance with the member 100. This ID number and password 
turn into a keyword which identifies a member 100. In addition, there is an inquiry to a 
credit card company etc. in the check of self-information. 

[0019] Moreover, it is parallel to this member registration, screen 500C shown in 
drawing 4 (C) is displayed, and install of the playback software of dedication is also 
performed (SI 7). Install to the computer 1 10 of the member 100 of this playback 



software is performed by the Internet 300 course through the telephone line 400. 
Playback of the digital content in a member's 100 computer 1 10 is attained now. If 
install of playback software is completed, completion of install will be connected to a 
member 100 like screen 500D shown in drawing 4 (D). 

[0020] Next, it explains, referring to drawing 5 and drawing 6 about a procedure in case 
a member 100 rents a digital content. What was registered as a member 100 is accessed 
to the rental contractor's 200 homepage (refer to drawing 6 (A)) through the Internet 
300 (S21). It can peruse now in this homepage (S22)., the chart of the digital content 
which can be rented, the data in which the content of that digital content is shown, for 
example, a preview etc., etc. For example, window 61 OA which displays the preview of 
a digital content, and window 620A which displays the text explaining the content of 
the digital content are displayed on screen 600A shown in drawing 6 (A). In addition, 
630A in drawing 6 (A) is a scroll bar. 

[0021] If the digital content which peruses ** among these and wishes to rent is found, 
it will apply for a rental to a rental contractor (S22). This application is made by 
clicking window 61 OA which displays a preview. If this application is made, screen 
600B shown in drawing 6 (B) will be displayed. An ID number and a password are 
entered into ID number input section 61 0B shown in screen 600B, and password input 
section 620B, respectively. And transmitting carbon button 630B is clicked and self ID 
number and password are transmitted (S23). 

[0022] It checks whether the rental contractor 200 side is in agreement with what the 
transmitted ID number and the password were recorded on (S24), and only when in 
agreement, it shifts to the following step. In addition, when an ID number etc. is not in 
agreement, the rental contractor 200 demands transmission with the ED number to repeat 
and a password. And when the inequality of an ID number and a password is repeated 
the number of predetermined times, it will be judged as unlawful access and a rental 
will be refused. 

[0023] In addition, reset button 640B in drawing 6 (B) is clicked, when carrying out the 
mistake type of the ID number etc. or interrupting an activity. 

[0024] When the ID number which the member 100 transmitted, and a password are in 
agreement with what was recorded on the rental contractor's 200 memory 220, in screen 
600C shown in drawing 6 (C), the rental period for which a member 100 wishes is 
inputted into rental period input section 610C, and it transmits to it (S25). In addition, 
this transmission is performed by clicking transmitting carbon button 620C shown in 
drawing 6 (C). In addition, reset button 630C in drawing 6 (C) is clicked, when carrying 
out the mistake type of the rental period or carrying out the middle of the activity. 
[0025] Screen 600D as the carrier beam rental contractor 200 indicates a rental period to 
be to drawing 6 (D) is displayed, the content of the name of a digital content and rental 
period to rent, and a rental tariff is transmitted to a member's 100 computer 110, and a 
check is searched for. If a member 100 checks the name, rental period, and rental tariff 
) of a digital content to rent, he will click confirmation-button 610D. 

[0026] The purport with which the checked rental period was incorporated by the 
playback software installed in a member's 100 computer 110, playback software has 
recognized the length which should delete the digital content rented to be, and said 
length has been recognized to be is transmitted to the rental contractor 200 (S28). 
[0027] If a rental contractor is a carrier beam about transmission of the purport said 
length has been recognized to be, the rental contractor 200 will make a member's 100 



computer 110 download the digital content which wishes to rent through the telephone 
line 400 through the Internet 300. By a member's 100 computer 1 10, the downloaded 
digital content is recorded on a hard disk. 

[0028] In addition, if RISSETO carbon button 620D is clicked and it refuses a check in 
the phase of checks, such as a name of the digital content to rent, in respecting a digital 
content, it will return to access of the data in which the content of the digital content is 
shown, for example, a preview etc., (S27). 

[0029] Next, it explains, referring to drawing 7 and drawing 8 about a procedure in case 
a member 100 reproduces a digital content. In reproducing the rented digital content, the 
power source of a computer 1 10 is turned on first (S31), and it starts playback software 
(S32). If playback software is started, a real timer clock (system clock) monitor will be 
carried out, and it will check [ by which it was built in a member's 100 computer 110] 
whether said length is exceeded by the measurement program included in playback 
software (S33). In addition, a real timer clock operates with built-in power sources, such 
as a lithium cell which a computer 1 10 contains, and even when the Maine power 
source of a computer 1 10 is OFF, it can continue the operation of current time. 
[0030] If said length is not exceeded, it judges that it is within a rental period, and a 
digital content is reproduced (S34). Playback is started by clicking playback carbon 
button 71 Oof screen 700 A shown in drawing 8 (A) A. In addition, in not reproducing a 
digital content, it clicks reset button 720A. Moreover, during playback of a digital 
content, the carbon button which directs a halt, interruption, rewinding, a rapid traverse, 
etc. down the screen is displayed. 

[003 1] If said length is exceeded, it judges that the rental period has expired, and 
playback software will display screen 700B drawing 7 (B) Shown in the display of a 
member's 100 computer 1 10 while deleting the digital content recorded on the hard disk 
by the deletion program (S3 5). this screen 700B ~ for example, — " — since the rental 
period has passed, a digital content is deleted from a hard disk. " ~ etc. — a message is 
outputted. Now, a series of rentals and a reproductive procedure are completed. In 
addition, said deletion program deletes by the over-write [ at least a part ] so that the 
memorized digital content cannot be reproduced by the playback program. 
[0032] In addition, although the concept of a rental period was used for decision 
whether a digital content is deleted with the gestalt of operation mentioned above, it is 
also possible to use the concept of the count of playback besides it. For example, the 
member 100 sets up the count of refreshable at the time of the rental of a digital content. 
If the count (count of having existing reproduced) which started playback with playback 
software is counted, said count of refreshable and said count of having existing 
reproduced are measured and the count of having existing reproduced exceeds with the 
count of refreshable it is judged as rental termination, and since the count of 
"refreshable is exceeded, for example while deleting the digital content recorded on the 
hard disk by the deletion program, a digital content is deleted from a hard disk. 
Messages, such as ", are outputted. 

[0033] In addition, you may make it an over-write [ said deletion program / at least a 
part ] so that the memorized digital content cannot be reproduced with playback 
software. 

[0034] Moreover, the concept of a rental period and the concept of the count of 
refreshable are used together, and when it ends previously, you may make it delete the 
digital content recorded on the hard disk. 



[0035] Furthermore, although it is made to judge whether the rental period etc. has 
passed at the time of starting of playback software in above-mentioned explanation, it 
may be made to judge when the Maine power source of a member's 100 computer 110 
is turned ON. 

[0036] By the way, although above-mentioned explanation is explanation in case the 
number of the rented digital contents is one, it is also possible to rent two or more 
digital contents simultaneously. In this case, the rental period (count of refreshable) is 
specified for every digital content, and when the digital content which should be 
reproduced is specified, you may make it judge progress of the rental period of the 
digital content which had playback specified. 

[0037] Moreover, playback software may be made to be installed through record media, 
such as CD-ROM and a flexible disk, although installed in a member's 100 computer 
1 10 through the telephone line 400 from the rental contractor 200. If it does in this way, 
since playback software can be distributed for free [, such as an appendix of a journal, ], 
it is dramatically useful to the spread of the rental approaches of the digital content 
concerning this invention. In addition, the member registration in this case can perform 
a data-entry form to a rental contractor off-line which carries out mailing etc., without 
using the online or the telephone line which used the telephone line. 
[0038] Moreover, although explained to it having used the usual personal computer for 
a member's 100 computer 1 10, you may be not the usual personal computer but the 
regenerative apparatus of dedication in the rental approach of this digital content. 
[0039] In addition, since the information on the digital content rented by then as a 
member's information is recorded on the rental contractor's 200 memory 220, liking of a 
member 100 is analyzed in analyzing the record, and if the new digital content judged to 
suit liking is recorded on a server 210, a member can also be notified of that by E-mail. 
Moreover, this liking can also be beforehand registered by the member 100. 
[0040] In the explanation mentioned above, although the movie was mentioned as an 
example of a digital content, this digital content includes concepts, such as a music 
work, TV-game software, and application software of a computer. 
[0041] Moreover, the procedure explained by detailed explanation is an example of the 
rental approach of the digital content concerning this invention, and without being 
limited to this and being fastidious, sequence, such as a procedure, can be changed and 
can also change a screen. 

[0042] Furthermore, although the hard disk of the computer 1 10 of the member 100 
who is a user as one shall memorize, it divides and you may make it memorize the 
information on a digital content with the gestalt of operation mentioned above. In this 
case, while decoding what was enciphered by the division program which divides the 
downloaded digital content into plurality, the encryption program which enciphers what 
was divided by this division program, and this encryption program besides a playback 
program, a measurement program (a count program), and a deletion program, it is 
[ software / said / playback ] required in having the decode playback machine program 
unification-ize what was divided and reproduce. 

[0043] And a part of digital content divided and enciphered is included in playback 
software, and others are good to make it files other than playback software memorize by 
different file format. 

[0044] Moreover, said rental contractor's server 210 It has the list of digital contents (it 
has memorized on memory 220) downloaded to the specific member's 100 computer 



110. The digital content downloaded to the computer 1 10 of the member 100 who has 
demanded download of a digital content for the second time is compared with the 
digital content indicated by said list. When download of a new digital content is 
permitted only when both are in agreement, and both are not in agreement, it is good to 
warn of that to said user's computer at least. 

[0045] Thus, since it surely differs from the digital content indicated by the list and the 
digital content downloaded to a certain member's 100 computer 1 10 when are 
constituted and the digital content which the member 100 from whom a certain member 
100 differs downloaded is copied, the copy of an illegal digital content can be prevented 
effectively. 

[0046] Furthermore, the number of the computer 1 10 of the member 100 with said 
playback software installable in two or more computers 1 10 of a member 100 and who 
can install is good to make it set up beforehand. 

[0047] Thus, since a digital content can be used by one download when a certain 
member 100 owns two or more computers 1 10 by constituting (for example, when the 
computer of a desktop mold and the computer (PDA, a cellular phone, etc. are included) 
of a pocket mold are owned), it will become more desirable from a viewpoint of being 
user-friendly. 

[0048] By the way, in order that a deletion program may not operate in spite of being 
over the rental period actually if the system clock of the computer 110 of the member 
100 who is a user is changed, there is a problem of enabling an unjust rental. 
[0049] So, whenever a computer 1 10 accesses a server 210, when the time of day which 
the system clock of said computer 110 shows is compared with the time of day which a 
server's 210 system clock shows and both are not in agreement, it is good to make it 
correct at the time of day when a server's 210 system clock shows the time of day which 
the system clock of said computer 1 10 shows. 

[0050] If it does in this way, a member 100 can prevent the unjust rental by rewriting 
the system clock of the self computer 1 10. 

[0051] In this case, when there is a difference exceeding the tolerance beforehand set up 
between the time of day which the system clock of a member's 100 computer 1 10 shows, 
and the time of day which a server's 210 system clock shows, it is good to warn of that 
to said member's 100 computer 110 at least. 

[0052] As for said tolerance, it is desirable that it is a Japanese unit. Because, since a 
rental is performed by days, though the system clock of a member's 100 computer 1 10 
was rewritten with the difference of less than 24 hours, it is because it is thought that so 
much actual harm is not produced. However, said tolerance is not limited per Japanese. 
[0053] moreover, as warning to a member's 100 computer 1 10, "system clock is not 
only normal. " — etc. — you may be warning of a purport which stops not only loose 
warning but download of a future digital content. 
[0054] 

[Effect of the Invention] The rental approach of the digital content concerning this 
invention The process which installs refreshable playback software in a user's computer 
for the digital content of a predetermined format, If it goes through the process which 
downloads a refreshable digital content to said computer with said playback software, 
and the time amount which measured the time amount after downloading said digital 
content to said computer, and was set up beforehand The program which has the process 
which deletes a digital content from said computer, and measures said time amount, and 



the program which deletes a digital content An over-write [ it is included in said 
playback software, and / said deletion program / at least a part ] so that the memorized 
digital content cannot be reproduced by the playback program. 

[0055] therefore — if the rental approach of this digital content is used, without it will go 
out to a store ~ rental **** of a digital content — things are made. And the problem of it 
being under rental and being unable to rent is not produced, either. Furthermore, the 
time amount after downloading a digital content to a computer is measured, it has the 
process which will delete a digital content from a computer if it goes through the time 
amount set up beforehand, and the program which measures time amount, and the 
program which delete a digital content have the time amount which transmission takes 
since there are few amounts of the data sent to the computer of the member who is a 
user since it is included in playback software, and the advantage of it being short and 
ending. 

[0056] Moreover, the rental approach of other digital contents concerning this invention 
The process which installs refreshable playback software in a user's computer for the 
digital content of a predetermined format, If it goes through the count which counted the 
count which reproduced said digital content using said playback software among the 
process which downloads a refreshable digital content to said computer, and was 
beforehand set up with said playback software The program which has the process 
which deletes a digital content from said computer, and counts said count, and the 
program which deletes a digital content An over-write [ it is included in said playback 
software, and / said deletion program / at least a part ] so that the memorized digital 
content cannot be reproduced by the playback program. 

[0057] Even if it is the rental approach of this digital content, the same effectiveness as 
**** can be acquired. And since the concept of the count of playback was introduced, 
there is an advantage that appreciation time amount becomes freedom more. 
[0058] Moreover, if the time amount or the count set up beforehand is set up in case it 
downloads said digital content, since it can double appreciation time amount with its 
life rhythm for a user, it is convenient. 
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DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing 1] It is the rough flow chart which shows the procedure of the rental approach 



of the digital content concerning the gestalt of operation of this invention. 

[Drawing 2] It is the rough block diagram of the rental approach of the digital content 

concerning the gestalt of operation of this invention. 

[Drawing 3] It is the rough flow chart which shows member registration of the rental 
approach of the digital content concerning the gestalt of operation of this invention, and 
the procedure of install of playback software. 

[Drawing 4] It is the rough explanatory view of the screen displayed on the computer of 
the member at the time of member registration of the rental approach of the digital 
content concerning the gestalt of operation of this invention, and install of playback 
software. 

[Drawing 5] It is the rough flow chart which shows the procedure of a rental of the 
digital content of the rental approach of the digital content concerning the gestalt of 
operation of this invention. 

[Drawing 6] It is the rough explanatory view of the screen displayed on the computer of 
the member at the time of the rental of the digital content of the rental approach of the 
digital content concerning the gestalt of operation of this invention. 
[Drawing 7] It is the rough flow chart which shows playback of the digital content of 
the rental approach of the digital content concerning the gestalt of operation of this 
invention, and the procedure of deletion. 

[Drawing 8] It is the rough explanatory view of the screen displayed on a member's 

computer at the time of playback of the digital content of the rental approach of the 

digital content concerning the gestalt of operation of this invention, and deletion. 

[Description of Notations] 

100 Member 

1 1 0 Computer 

200 Rental Contractor 

300 Internet 

400 Telephone Line 
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^ f^7- K^tt^©rac^to-a , «f*«**. 

[0019)i/c, C^iSitffibt, 04 
(C) CC^fiaffi5 0 0C^Lt*fflO«4V7 F 
©^>X h-;l/feRt)ti4 (S17). CCDB4V7 F 
©^M 100©r3>b*^-^ll 0^©-T >X 

«S£@JH4 0 0*/M//c^>*-*v H 3 0 0SS 

T:ifton-2> 0 cti-c#« i o o©3>fcr»-* i i or 

©r> ; ^JU=3>7 : ->^©|l^ol^^nc^> 0 BtV7 F 

40 ©^>X F-JU*i^7Ufctt£«, H4 (D) ^C^'I 
15 0 0 D©<fc*>CC^>X h-^©^T^^a 1 0 OiC 

[0 0 2 0] 'XIC S <£m 1 0 0^^^^;^^>7 U >^?: 

ooKWfS, #*100tl/tl»Shfefe©tt. ^ 
* h 3 0 o^ur u>^;u*^2 oo©*- 

A^-ix (B6 (A) #flg) -T^-feX-r^) (S2 
1) D C©*-A^-^"C«, U>*JUoIllStt'? s ^*Jl/ 
n>r->^©— R-S^, ^-©r : > ; ^>'U^>r>7©rtlh 
50 ^r^T^-^. ffliLli^tt^^MRT^SJi^CCtto 
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(S 2 2) o 0 6 (A) CC^Tffi®6 0 

>F-5610A, f r y*;l/3>^>^OrtS*ltt B ^1"i 
X^flttR**^"*"* ^ * > F«5 6 2 0 AA^jntC^ 
4. &*>\ 06 (A) *C*$WS6 3 0A«. X^P-JU 

[0021] cn^©rt^issir iy>*ji/*«arr 

#CC>ttbT U>£->U£$0iAtf (S2 2) □ CCD^Lii 

^m^mTjk-rho <> fc>6 1 oa?:^ y 

(B) tC^-TiSffi6 0 0 B*s«7nSh4. Biffi6 0 0 B 
^Sn5IDMAM6 10B, ^*7-FA#W 

6 2 o bk: -en-en i ds^, ^7-F*A*fs. 
fur, if*^>6 30B4^';7^u-csaoi d 
a^t^*?- F££&flrrs (S23> * 
[0022] u>sumii*2 o o«», aid snfc i d 

IgU (S2 4) . — SfcOfcW^CCOA^O^^-y^CC^ 

D 9- FiO^f— S* 5 »fSliia»OiISnft: 

[0 0 2 3] &4b\ H6 (B) CCfcWSU-fe v F*£> 
64 0BB, lD#fft^*-/^lfc*), ff*** 

[0 0 24] 1 0 O^fil/c I 

Ft*. u>^;u*#2 o oco^^ey 2 2 occiasasn 

fcfc<D£— SLfc»^«:tt, 0 6 (C) GC*-rHM6 0 
0CICC. U>*JW»3HA*W6 1 octets 1 00* 

*sa-rsu>*;ujwra«:A*uTaim"rs (S2 5) . 

ttte, CCOiUfitt* 06 (C) (C7ST3S«*'*>6 2 0 
V v ^t^C £"C?Tbn<E>. tt*5, 06 (C) (C 
fcWSy-fe* F#*>B3 OCtt. U>^J«1^$X 

[0 0 2 5] u>^;i/WPa j &SW/cu>^;w**2 0 0 
tt, 06 (D) CC^-T J:5&HfflB 0 0 Di^Lt, 

lOtcSHIU «BB*#»S. 0 0Bl/>Wt 

»*t*«lBL/ctt6tf^ MBB#*>6 1 0 D** V ? 

[0026] mmztitcisyzjimmt* ^mi oocd 
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3n/cg£ U> £JV*^2 0 0 CCjifi T£ ( S 2 8 ) „ 
[0 0 2 7 ] WiBJWIfR* i Ba3n3ltSCDiS««:U>*il/ 
**a**ttfctt&tf. U>*^*g2 0 0 Jl/*r 
ta«f^^^>f>7^^>^-^7 F 3 0 0 4 
^LraiS@«4 0 0£iIGT:£Ml 0 0CDP>t:^- 
* 1 1 0(£#^>P- FSi*5«> 10 0©3>t^ 
-£110rti. #^>n- FS*ifcf r y£A'=i>'y-> 
yifi/\— Ffv *#tc!Ei*3n£. 
[0 0 2 8 ] &*5. u>£;ut~&^t>£;u:3>x>^<2 

SiS^CCtt, y F#£>6 2 0D£^ y * ^1>"C5I 
f2&*E5-f£<k. ^ £ ;U p > <r > y (Drt^gSr^T^- 
Wita^jB^OBIRtcRScfc^Ki&orir^ (S 
27) . 

[0 0 2 9 ] ^S10 0^f^^;^>r>74 

t&0J3T& o u^n^n/cf^^l^^^^^T 

( S 3 1 K W£ V 7 F £3£%±tf £ (S32)oBS 
20 V? F*^SE^±Cf 6ti5<b % 1 0 OOs^f*-* 

i i occrtjas*ifcyT^*-f^*nv^ (vxfA^ 
tv7 Foc^instt^J^p^^A-cfitis-rs <S3 
i o#rt»-r* y ?-^A*?ft^cDrt»«HrfiaBiL, p 

[ 0 0 3 0 ] S5E*BIK4*--^Ut:i^j:Wn«. u> 

30 £Srfr5 (S3 4) a S£U\ 08 (A) CC^:TliM7 
0 0 ACDS£tf~£>7 10A4^y-;^5CiWJ 

m&tCte^ y-fe v F#£>7 2 0 A£^y *^T£ 0 £ 

[0 0 3 1 ] mKJWffi**w<~UTl,>S<!:, U">*;b 
)Wra3W»7bTl>Si*iJ»rOT:, »4V7 F«, F 

AO 9ACCJ:^rB»JI»T4iifeCC ( S3 5) , ^1100 
(7)3>fa-^l 10(Df 17 (B)S 

-rSlffi7 0 0B4S^:T€> o CCDBM7 0 0 BCCti, W 

50 [0 0 3 2 ] ±jaSL/fcHJSt3WK«^tt^ t^^^^ 
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> f* > V £ BURST 5 JtPSJfcOflWrK U > * J WWHI <b C * 

* v > h l . mim£*Jtfe®wi t Buieetwiie]^ t z it 
T* j ifco^^^-^^w^i-rSa 

[0 0 3 3] HijiafilM^P^Att, SBttStift: 

[0 0 34] *fc, U>*JH»lfflit^««:ill*nIlfe 

r w * ^ K: IBIS 3 n fc 7 s V> Z Jl n > f- > ^ 4 BUBfe T & J: 
5iatti;K 20 

%± , u > * j],mn*nfii&& i* "cc » s 3W5*©« 

1 1 0©^ ^>«^* + >CCL/c^^^JK ; S:^t5 

[0 0 3 6 ] tC5t, Jd*<D!tt9!«, U>^;U3n/c 
fy$i^>f > y ^ i or ft S«^(D3ft9§r ft . 
m$fcWSL<0?is $)l^>7~>y%:l'ls5 Jl/T i> C <± i> 

iuvma m^mMm sssurtj*. s^t-<^ 30 

[0 0 3 7 ] W£v:7 H3\ U>*JL*&2 0 0 

*>6WSIB*fl4 0 0 ^i>lt^g 1 0 0©3>t*-$ 
1 1 0CC^>^ h-Jl/gftSibfc:**. CD-ROM, 

7 h*«te<o«^©j^riB«r*ci^r**©r 
ccXiHcts:S:o 0 t ©*§££>£; HfSUl 

> h y - jbjk* U > * )im^dc §mw? * t ? ^ 4 > r 
if^ci^oJ^rftSo 

[00381 J/C £M 1 00©3>tA — *1 10 CC 

iis©^*- vt;i/3> fjx-^r«&< , c 

[0039] 4te, U>^JH8«2 0 OO^^'J 2 2 0 50 
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^3>7 L >^<Dtf$E^ta»3tirc^<Dr, *©ib»* 

IWftSCi'CSMlOOOfiFftSm, jff#CC^9 

oocse»3hfctc&«. ^-oif^m^^-Jbr^Mcca 
*nTSt <b4>r*£ 0 $/c c©ff*tt^iioow 
*ssaurfc< cifeoiffiTfts. 
[o o 4 o ] ijsu/cifciyj-cw:, ?^*;i/:3>f->^cD 

[0041] */c, nmrmmxmmotc^mu. 

!B f& 5 -r £ ^ n > x > U> <D \y > £ Jl^T* ©—tfflr & 

^Mnj^rft o . nffifcSEiPijfferft*. 

[0 04 2 ] 3 ±aiO/cH*6cDJB«r«. f 8 ^* 
1 0 0CD=J>f 1 1 0(D^- K-r a .X^frcieif $ 

n^feoiu* ^fni/riBis-rScfc^tcLrfej: 
[0043] L/^fc, ^asftfif^tsn&f^ifj^ 

[0 04 4] lulBU>^^*^0-9--^-2 1 0 

t^CD^M 1 0 0(D^>t*^-^ 1 1 0CC#^>P 

JbstiBtfturi^) ) ^irfc^ f r ^^;Un>f-> 
^<D»fi<D^>0- K*B*ur#fc^jni o oon 
>t' A -^ 1 1 0CC^^>P- KJtltC^f^^^ 
> ? > V ^StflB y ^ h 6clB*£3 tifc^V' % Jl> ^ > > ^ 

[0 04 5] COJi^CcWdt-TSi, *5^M 1 00tf 
M^€>^M 1 0 0ifi#??>u- FUcf^^;la>f> 

^>x>'7<h. ft^>^fl 1 0 0(D3>fa-j( 1 1 OiC 
^^>n- K3nrc^y r > ; ^^=J>7">^<bti^'rS 

[0 04 6] 3 HUlBS^V^ Hi, «tt^0^* 
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[0 047] c©J:5fc«fiRr*ctH:J:») % *££M 
<PDA*«»«iS»**to> tZm^L 

[0 04 8 ] iC5-C, !f-r***Jt 1 0 0©a 

1 1 OOWA^o? ***XM3*i*±. 
*Rgic«u>^;bft3P^*«^.ri>4«:4)Mto6r, Bi]|& 

[0 0 4 9 ] f.Ct\ 1fw«-2 1 0CC=a>t» — * 1 

i o^r^tx-rswc, mjie^>t*^-^ i i oc» 

fcJS^CCB, Buffing fc: 1 lOCD^^T'A^a^ 20 

^©^f B$£lJ£r1f-^-2 1 OCDVX^A^P-y^^ 

[0050] coj; 5cc-r<s<t, #m i oo^asoa 

[0 0 5 1 ] £©*§-£, #M 1 0 0(D3>t' a -> 1 1 

IS^M 100con>t*^.-^l 1 OOtStLTS^T&J: 30 
[0 0 5 2] ffiCIHSfiHU. BMtftiCi^gi 
Ml 0 0©rJ 1 1 OOWA^D*; 

[0 0 5 3 ] i/c, 1 0 0©^> 1 1 0 CC 

osif^ j ^©^s^&«£©#&e>?\ ^m©^ 40 

[0054] 

^B47 7 F£:i-if-©:3>fc: a - * IC -f > X F — 
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> ^ *BUHkT *ia i ** O T 0 , HuiBi^niJ *ft«Jr 

7'p«ah lets £ tifc fi?^;i/3>f> 7 
p7^Ars£rt&i>cfc5cc*l>fc< SB**-^ 

[0 0 5 5 ] fi£o"C. C©f^£;l/i3>^>^©U>£ 
f^^is^^^rO t , A~£&C#'5>P-- KfC 
;l/3>^>->*HUI» , i"-B^ r ny9Aitt. B£V7 FCC 

- * ccs & ti & * ©■***>* c >© -raMiccsr a b$ 

[0 0 5 6 ] *#fe^CC^S^(D-r^*^^>'r> 

f-ju-t&x*!^ wiew^v? hrw*oitB«cf c 

SIfit, BUief r ^^Jl/3>7 ; '>^*BUlBlf*V^ F£ 

>^4B«»r*xsi*Wbr*jo. roiaiaa4*^> 
FTS^p^^Aif r ^^ji/^>f->^*BiJ^-ra^o 

[0 0 5 7 ] cof^^;^>r>^Ob>^;^ftt' 
[0 0 5 8 ] *a68»eu*:«mXtt@W*, SuSB 

[Hii©n#a*i9n 

[01 ] *^^tfc©»«C«*f t ydrJb=J>^>^ 

u > * il/*a6©#JB**-r*W8W^ p - + - f -c#> 
[0 2] ^fHBOlljftOJBtttCttaf 1 ^* ;^>f>7 

[03] **w©j«©««ec«&f s y*ji/=i>^>^ 
© u > $ Ji/^©*«a»ac;iiflfe v ^f©-y>xf- 
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[114] *^(D|tftcD^CC^^r> ; ^Jb3>f*>^ 
)m<D£m <Dn > f ^ - £ tc*^ 2 ft &®ffi<DWBg#J^ 

CD U > £ ^^(Df^y £;Un>x>^CDt'>£ ^CD^IfB 
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